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   Introduction

About This Report

Mahaska FutureView initiated this Housing Study update begin-
ning in the Spring of 2002 with a “Homeless, Transient and Crisis
Housing Survey” completed in April with the assistance of the Central
College Sociology Department. In October of 2002, Mahaska
FutureView hired a consultant to move the study forward. Similar
studies, conducted in 1990, and updated in 1993 and 1996 by
Mahaska FutureView, resulted in considerable action being taken to
address the identified housing needs in the county.

Volunteers from all of the communities in Mahaska County were
invited to participate on a housing task force. The task force
reviewed the previous survey documents, made needed changes,
and discussed the plan for gathering and publishing the information.
By consensus, the task force and Mahaska FutureView agreed the
new report should be a ‘living document’ and, as such, would be
generated in an electronic or web accessible version, with a limited
number of hard copies or master copies on disks available for
reproduction. A living document would allow information updates
on a regular basis, as well as providing information from new surveys
as they are completed. A listing of task force members is located in
the acknowledgments section at the end of this report.

This report contains information obtained from both public and
private sources; surveys; interviews with local lenders, contractors,
and Realtors; data from the Mahaska County Assessor, the Oskaloosa
Municipal Housing Agency and local Multiple Listing Service; and
from the Synchronist Survey (area employers) and Iowa Workforce
Development Laborshed Survey. Furthermore, guidelines specified in
the “Housing Needs Assessment Manual,” developed by the Iowa
Department of Economic Development and Iowa State University
were followed in gathering information for this report.

Sections of this report will be made available as they are completed,
with the initial completion date in January of 2004.

As new information, statistics and survey results are made available in
future months, this information will be incorporated along with
sources and dates.

A Retirement Housing Survey is planned for 2004.
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Area Population Characteristics

According to the most recent U.S. Census (2000), Mahaska
County’s Population in 2000 was 22,335; 10,938 of those
residents lived in the county seat, Oskaloosa. The U.S. Census
Bureau estimates the 2002 population of Mahaska County had
declined to 22,222. The following table illustrates the 1990 and
2000 Census, and 2002 estimated population for each area of
incorporation and the rural area of Mahaska County:

Table 1: Changes in Population

  Note: Only the Mahaska County portion of Barnes City and Eddyville
  populations are included in this table. Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

Overall, Mahaska County experienced growth between 1990 and
2000, although two incorporated areas – Keomah Village and
University Park – experienced declining populations. The 2002
estimates also show a declining population in the unincorporated
area and in all but two of the incorporated areas; Beacon, which
remained constant, and Oskaloosa which increased.

While rural households had previously declined, according to
1990 Census figures, they experienced a slight increase as
indicated by the 2000 Census figures.
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   County Profile

0991
susneC

0002
susneC

tnecreP
egnahC

laciremuN
egnahC

2002
setamitsE

ytiCsenraB 891 102 1 3 791

nocaeB 905 815 2 9 815

ellivyddE 881 812 61 03 712

tnomerF 107 407 4.0 3 796

egalliVhamoeK 99 79 2- 2- 49

nothgieL 241 351 8 11 051

norahSweN 631,1 103,1 51 561 172,1

asoolaksO 006,01 839,01 3 833 199,01

lliHesoR 171 502 02 43 202

kraPytisrevinU 895 635 21- 26- 325

detaroprocninU 091,7 464,7 4 472 263,7

ytnuoCaksahaM 235,12 533,22 4 308 222,22
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Household Types/Age Distribution. There are 8,880 total
households in Mahaska County, 2,362 are one-person house-
holds. There are 6,312 owner-occupied housing units (71.1%)
and 2,568 renter-occupied housing units (28,9%) in Mahaska
County.

Family households are defined as a householder and one or more
persons living in the same household who are related by birth,
marriage, or adoption. There are 6,147 family households in
Mahaska County.

Of the total family households, 5,208 had a married couple
present; 2,232 of the married couple families had related chil-
dren present. Of the 939 other family households where there is
no married couple present, 665 (7.5%) had no husband present,
but 456 had related children.

In 2000, there were 578 total persons living in group
quarters. 257 were institutionalized either in nursing homes
or correctional institutions. The remaining 321 lived in either
college dormitories or other non-institutional group quarters.
Of the persons 65 years and older living in group quarters, just
over 95 percent were institutionalized.

There were 2,313 person 65 years and older living in family
households; 95.9 percent were the householder and spouse.
Another 1,140 were living in non-family households with 75
percent being female householders living alone.

A profile of the age groups of Mahaska County residents is
exhibited in the following table (Table 2), immediately followed
by age groups by gender, exhibited in Table 3.

Table 2: Age Distribution by Population

.oCaksahaM
elpoeP

.oCaksahaM
tnecreP

elpoePetatS tnecrePetatS

latoT 533,22 0.001 423,629,2 0.001

91-0egA 904,6 7.82 389,728 2.82

44-02egA 324,7 3.33 229,110,1 6.43

46-54egA 358,4 7.12 602,056 2.22

+56egA 056,3 4.61 312,634 8.41

  Source: U.S. Census Bureau.
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Table 3: Age by Gender
Mahaska County 2000

  Source:  U.S. Census Bureau; Department of Sociology,

  Iowa State University.

The May 21, 1996, edition of the Des Moines Register summa-
rized a Census Bureau report, “65+ in the United States!” This
report predicted major shifts in population in the coming de-
cades. For Iowa, the 65 and older population is expected to grow
25 percent between 1996 and 2020. Lengthening life spans and
entry of the baby boomer generation into retirement will begin
in 2011. Persons 85 and over will more than double by 2020,
changing demands on everything from health care to housing.
This growing elderly population will have fewer relatives nearby
to call upon because of rising divorce rates, smaller families, and
greater mobility. For women, who generally outlive their hus-
bands, this is especially true. The article reported that today
more than half of women age 75 and older that live alone have
incomes below $10,000, which presents a big challenge to meet
their housing and personal assistance needs.

A more recent Census publication on aging, “The 65 Years and
Over Population: 2000,” issued in October 2001, indicates 35
million people 65 years of age and over were counted in the
United States in 2000. This represents a 12.0 percent increase
since 1990, when 31.2 million older people were counted.
However, though the number of people 65 and over increased
between 1990 and 2000, their proportion of the total population
dropped from 12.6 percent in 1990 to 12. 4 percent in 2000. The
fastest growing segment of the population in the United States is
80+ years.

puorGegA latoT elaM elameF

71-0 247,5 949,2 397,2

45-81 320,11 317,5 013,5

revo&55 075,5 454,2 611,3
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In Mahaska County, the total 65 and over population decreased
from 3,803 (17.7%) in 1990 to 3,650 (16.3%) in 2000. More
information about the aging population and its implications may
be found on the U.S. Census Bureau website, from the National
Institute on Aging, and from AARP.

Income
Based on 2000 U.S. Census data, per capita income – in adjusted
dollars – for the State was $19,674 and for Mahaska County was
$18,232. Mahaska County per capita income is also compared to
the state and contiguous counties over the period 1997-2001 in
the following table (Table 4) using current year dollars.

Table 4: Per Capita Incomes 1997-2001
Mahaska & Contiguous Counties

  Source: U.S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of Economic Analysis

  (in current year dollars).

Median annual household incomes and median family incomes
for 2000 by county follows, exhibited in Table 5.

7991 8991 9991 0002 1002

aksahaM 334,12 026,22 422,32 555,42 765,42

kukoeK 792,02 433,91 327,91 212,12 090,12

noiraM 651,32 280,42 312,52 229,62 872,62

eornoM 176,02 626,12 720,22 984,42 572,42

keihsewoP 954,32 893,42 457,42 155,62 362,72

ollepaW 208,91 836,02 917,02 731,22 227,22

awoI 994,32 555,42 989,42 045,62 522,72
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Table 5: Median Household & Family Income
Mahaska & Contiguous Counties; 2000

  Source: U.S. Census Bureau.

According to 2000 Census data, 40.7 percent of the families in
Mahaska County had family incomes equal to or greater than
$50,000; 7.5 percent of the families were classified at poverty
level. Where no husband is present, 32.8 percent of the total
number of female-headed household families were living at
or below poverty level (246). Of Mahaska County’s total
population, 9.8 percent of the residents were living at or below
the poverty level in 1999.

Between 1989 and 1999 the total number of Mahaska County
residents at or below the poverty level declined from 13 percent
to 9.8 percent. Between 1998 and the 2000 Census, data indi-
cates that in all but one county -- Marshall -- poverty levels
declined.

Poverty
Poverty status of an individual depends upon available income,
family status, and age of the individual and associated household
members. The 1993 edition of Iowa’s Counties lists average
1989 poverty thresholds of $6,310 and $12,674 for one-person
and four-person household units, respectively. According to a
National Poverty 2002 report by the U.S. Census Bureau, the
national, weighted average thresholds for one-person and four-
person household units are $9,183 and $18,392, respectively.

dlohesuoHlaunnA
emocnI

ylimaFlaunnA
emocnI

aksahaM 413,73 755,34

kukoeK 520,43 818,14

noiraM 104,24 250,05

eornoM 778,43 116,14

keihsewoP 638,73 995,64

ollepaW 881,23 422,93
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Figure 1 lists 1989 and 2000 poverty levels by age for the
county and the state.

Figure 1: Local and Statewide Poverty Levels
1989 and 2000 (Percent below poverty level)

  Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Employment
A recent survey . . .


